MieZiskiy fotografas
Vincas Ferinauskas

Maiy miesteliy fotografai XX a. | puséje vargu ar galejo iSmaitinti
$eimg versdamiesi vien fotografija, DaZniausiai jie mokejo po kelis ama-
tus. Vincg Ferinauskg - Mieiiikiy forografy - galima vadinti auksiniy
ranky Zmogumi. Jis sugebéjo pasigaminti visky, ko paciam prireikdavo.
O ir kaimynai dZiaugesi turedami pasoneje naginga ir sumany meistrg,
prireikus geradirdiskai atskubantj pagalbon.

Vincas Ferinauskas gime 1892 m. balandiio 5 d. Uzubaliy kaime
netali Debeikiy miestelio (Anykidiy r.). Dar pried Pirmgjj pasauling karg
apsigyveno Pajuostyje, mokesi fotografo amato pas |. Trakmang Paneveiyje.
I3 brolio Kazimiero, dirbusio Pajuosdio dvare, iSmoko staliaus bei dailides
darby. Siame dvare besisukinedamas, V. Ferinauskas susipazino su dvari-
ninkams Mei$tavidiams tarnavusia Stanislava Lukaviciate, 1913 m, lapkri-
¢io 10 d. jauna pora susituoke,

Iimokes savarankiskai fotografuoti bei retuduon, V, Ferinauskas su
seima persikele gyventi | Mieziikius - nedidukg miestelj netoli Panevezio.
Namus ifsinuomojo ii malinininko Rimios. Mieziskiai savo fotografo
dar neturéjo, tad V. Ferinauskas emé verstis fotograluodamas, o wreda-
mas laiko dirbo staliaus darbus.

Fotografo paviljonas buvo gan kuklus - is lenty palei namg sukalra
pasiure su jstiklintais dideliais langais. Kukli buvo ir mediio dekoracija
per visg sieng. Elektros dar neturejo, Chemikalus V. Ferinauskas gamino-
si pats. Foromediiagas pirkdavo Paneveiyje. Kartg paprase kaimyno foro-
popieriaus parveiti, kad paciam keliauti nereikeny. Sis parveie ko prado-
mas, tik 1§ smalsumo défure pr:-lpli*it" - noréjo paziureti, k-&i]} [as rnlupn-
pierius atrodo. Smalsumas buvo patenkintas, o fotografui nuostolis - visi
lapai apéviesti, darbui neberinkami.

V. Ferinauskas forografavo ne tk MicZiskivose, bert ir :lplilllcillilmsr.'
miestelivose bei kaimuose, Keliskart per metus, per atlaidus ar sulaukg sveciy,
i1 kviesdavosi Raguveles dvaro savininkai Komarai. Taciau dvaro gyvenimo
akimirky negaryvuose isliko nedaug. Juos uifiksuoti forografas naudojo di-
desnio formato stiklus, o $ie labai tiko sunw $ilthamio lﬂllgams Inp}fti.

Forografuodamas V. Ferinauskas nigaisdavo gan ilgai: kol visus su-
statydavo, surikivodave, kol isgaudavo norimg nuortaiky, rasdavo rinkamsg
apsvietimg, Fotografavo tik senaisiais fotoaparatais maidaug iki 1958 m.
Ausiradus naujiems - modernitkesniems foroaparatams, §f amatg peréme
sinus Aleksas, Taciau ir tuomer dar ilgai jam tévas gamino ryikalus bei
fiksazg.

Gerai mokedamas staliaus ir dailides darbus, V. Ferinauskas pirko
seng namg Juostininkuose, parsigabeno rgstus | Mieziskius ir, nusipirkes
lopinelj Zemes (apie 14,5 aro), pasistate namus. Salia uiveise sodg. Labai
mego prizidreti savo sodintus med#ius, juos skiepyti, ifvesti naujas veis-
les, Obuolius ir Ziemg, ir vasarg veidavo turgun parduoti, Turejo susi-
konstraves suléiaspaude. 15 obuoliy ir fermukiniy darydave puiky vyng,
is mieziy - aly. Svecius vaisindavo tik savos gamybos gerimais, Ferinaus-
kai turejo nedidelj ukel, laike kelerg gyvuliy, visty. Dideliy turty jie
nesusikrove, tacian nanmose nieko netriko.

Kiekvieng darbg V, Ferinauskas atlikdavo labai kantriai ir kruopiciai,
Jei darydavo kubilg, tai prie jo nors ir savaite krapstysis, bet padarys taip,
kad vandens jis nepraleis nei Ziemg, nei vasarg. Pats virdavosi mediio
klijus, Kad ;__rjmf_iau bury, save gﬂminius MEgo jinantrial papuosti, Kai kg
sugalvodavo pats, kai ki nuzinredavo is knygy. Turéjo jy ner kelets.
Dirbo jis virtuveje, ten stovejo varstotas, darbo stalas, prie kurio praleis-
davo ilgas valandas retuduodamas negaryvus, Toje pacioje virtuveje ir
miegodavo. Kiek vaikai prisimena, virtuve vis bidavo pilna dulkiy, skiedry,
mediio drogliy, su kuriomis jie ir pirmuosius Zaidimus zaisti pradejo.

Kartg, apie 1959-uosius metus, Mieziskinose, netoli pieninés, nu-
krito bombonesis. Visi lakuinai zuvo. V. Ferinauskas nieko nelaukes nu-
skubejo j avarijos vietg ir i$ jos parsigabeno lektuvo ratus - jie labai tiko jo
konstruojamiems karudiains, Zimona, Zinia, p}'lcu it baresi, I$tes ga!i‘.io
lindnai baigtis - netruko prie suduiusio lektuvo prisistatyti kariskiai,
nieko artyn nebeprileido, o visas lektuvo nuolaugas susirinko ir issiveie,

V. Ferinauskas buvo savamokslis, tacian apsidviergs Zmogus, Sava-
rankiskai pramoko rusy bei lenky kalby, i$moko radyui, Iki pat senarves
skaite “Moksly ir gyvenimg”, domeéjosi technika, mokslo naujovemis, ifra-
dimais. Vis apgailestavo, kad per anksti gime - nebemarys, kaip sparciai
vystosi technika, Domejosi, kas vyksta pasaulyje, Dirbdamas visglaik klau-
sydavosi radijo. Kas rytq eidavo | pastq parsinesti “Tiesos”. Skaitydavo



daug, nererai beskaitydamas ir uzsnisdavo. Mego su paaugusiais vaikai-
¢iais papolitikuoti, padiskutuori. Buvo patriotiikai nusiteikes, jam ripejo
Lietuvos likimas.

V. Ferinauskas nepaprastai mego king. Kiekvieny vakarg, nesvarbu,
koks oras budavo, kokj kino filmg rodydavo, kg bedirbdavo, viska aride-
davo j $alj, ifsiprausdavo, persirengdavo §variais drabuziais ir eidavo |
kulrdros namus, [leisdavo jj nemokamai. Atsisesdavo pirmoje ciléje,
pasireindavo ant lazdos ir Zinredavo. Dainiausiai su savimi vesdavosi ir
vaikaic¢ius Vygandg bei Narimantg. Nebent kuris budavo prasikaltgs, 13
namuose palikdavo. Su vaikais buvo grieitokas, taciau jy per daug ne-
bardavo, tik neisleisdavo is akiy, kad sie kokiy eibiy neprikresty.

Turejo V. Ferinauskas ranking plauky kirpimo masinelg, apkirpda-
vo visus - didelius ir maZus, vyrus ir moteris. Net ir mokytojos pas jj
ateidavo pasigraZinti, Tik kai senatvéje rankos pradéjo dreberi, vaikai ne-
besileido kerpami - per daug senelis juos nupesiodaves.

Stanislava ir Vincas Ferinauskai isaugine keturis vaikus: Ong, Zofijg,
Aleksy ir Kostg. Vieng suny - Juozuky - palaidojo dar kadikj. Kq pats
mokejo, to V. Ferinauskas ismoke siny Aleksy. Net ir sulaukes garbaus
améiaus, jis i$liko guvus, aiskaus proto, energingas. Miré sulaukgs 83-ejy
= 1975 m. geguies 26 d. Palaidotas Mieziskivose.

Savo daryty nuotrauky V, Ferinauskas nesaugojo - be gaileséio jas
degino. Liko tik tos, kurios buvo saugomos feimos ar kaimyny albumuo-
se, Nelabai saugojo ir negatyvus, daug jy suduio. Pasak sinaus Alekso,
turejo V. Ferinauskas savo spaudy, taciau jo antspanduoty nuotranky
aptikti neteko,

2001 m, fotografo Juliaus Vaupso déka per 1500 Vinco Ferinausko
stilkliniy negatyvy pateko | Paneveiio kradtotyros muziejy. Juose uifiksuo-
tas MieZiskiy miestelio gyvenimas: pradzios mokyklos mokiniai ir moky-
toiai, i\f:ﬁril] {)rgallizadjl] nariai, k(llldi{(‘ril] kursq da]yvés, siuvéjos, 7e-
mes iikio darbus dirbantys ar Sventes fvenciantys zmoneés. Kelinose nega-
tyvuose - Raguveles dvaro aplinka. Dominuoja portretai, Zmoniy grupes,
vestuves, laidotuves, Daug fotografuota gamtoje, Budamas linksmas, hu-
morg megstantis Zmogus, V. Ferinauskas nuotraukose stengesi ifgauti
pakilig nuotaikg, suteikti savo personazams kartais kick sentimenraloko
TOMANTHZMo,

Zita Prkelyté

A photographer of MieZiskiai
Vincas Ferinauskas

Photographing could havdly be the only source of income to maintain a family

Sor small town photographers in the fivst halfofthe twentieth century. Most often

they were skilled in a fow crafis. Vincas Ferinauskas, a photographer of Miezifkiai,
can be described as a man with golden hands. He was able to make everything bhe
might need for bimself. And his neighbours were glad to have at hand a skilfil and
ingenious master whe was always willing to come to help them.

Vincas Ferinauskas was born in Usubaliai village near a small toun of
Debeikiai in Anykitiat districe on the fifih of April, 1892, Having settled in
Papuostis before the First World War, he attended photographic workshop of J.
Trakman in Panevédys in ovder to learn a trade of photographing. He learned
skills of carpenter and joiner from his brother Kazimieras, who worked in Pajuos-
tis Manor. There, in that manor, he gor acquainted with Stanislava Lukavicinte,
a servant of landowners Metstaviciai, In 1913 a young couple got marvied.

Afier learning to photograph and retouch V. Fevinauskas with bis family
moved to live in Miediskiai, a small town near Panevégys. They rented a house
from a local miller Rimsa. There was no photographer in Mieziskiai ar that time,
sa V. Ferinauskas started mmf.rsg for a living by taking photographs and, on his
spare time, warking as a joiner.

His photographic pavilion was vather modeit - it way a shed from planks with
large glass windows built along the howse. A wooden decoration acvoss all the wall
was modest, too. Chemicals were produced by V. Fevinauskas himselfand photog-
raphic materials were bought in Panevédys. Once he asked a neighbour to bring
some phatagraphic paper so that he would not have to go there himself. The
neighbour browght what he had been asked for, thoueh, to filfil his curiosity, he
apened the box - he wanted to see bow that photographic paper looked like. The
curiosity was fulfilled but a damage was done to the photographer - all the sheets
weve exposed to light thus becoming unfit for processing,

V. Ferinauskas photographed not only in MieZilliai but in other sirrounding
villages and towns as well, A few times in a year, during church festivals or when
they bad guests, he was invited by Komarai, landowners of Raguvélé Manor.
However there are not many moments of lifé in the manor leff in negatives. To
take those moments be would use glasses of bigger format, regretfully those glasies
weve very suitable for his son to mend greenbouse windows.



[t world ke faivly long for V. Ferinawskas to photograph ar be bad to make a
compasition, to line everybody up in avder 1o get the right moeod or find the right angle
ofiight. He phorographed only with old cameras approximately until 1959, With the
arrival of nern, modern cameras bis traede was paved to his son Aleksas. Though even
then bis fiither would make developers and fixing agents for bim long aftervards.

Being very skilled in cavpentry and joinery V. Ferinauskas bonght an old
bhowse in frmmzmkm took the timber to Miedifkial and affer acquiving a bit of
Land rrrpprmmm{}f 14,5 aver) butlt a botse theve. He planted and cultivated a
gavden near bis howse. He was very keen on looking after the trees be had planted,
grafiing of them, creating new vavieties. Be it winter or summer he would take
;Jppfﬁ to maarket ﬁrr ;.'rﬂ.i'r:g, He conmtrtected a Juce prexs dned e ﬁm' wine ﬁ'arr.r
apples and ash berries. He also made beer from barley. Guests were veated
exceprionally with bome-made drinks. The family of Ferinauskat had a siny
fiarm, they kept a small livestock. They did not accumulate much wealth r.l'pa:;g.ﬁl
there was no shoriage of anything in thetr bousehold.

Every job was done patiently and difigently by V. Ferinawskas . [fbe were to
markee t tuh he could spend i whole week working on it, but the tub would not leak
o pmiatter weve it winter ov summer. He weould produce joiner’s glue bimself To
ke things look more beautiful e liked to decovate and ornament them. Somet-
,bjng wondd be invented if],-' bim, somethin 74 wonld be taken ﬁr}m books, He bad a
number of such books. He worked in a kitchen, theve weve a joiners bench and a
desk wheve be would spend long bours recouching negatives. He slepr in the sume
kitchen. As far as bis childven vemember, the kitchen was always fiudl of dus,
chips, slivers and pieces of wood and they weve thetr fivst toys.

Once, maybe in 1959, there war an aiv - plane crash near a dairy in
Miekiskiat, A bomber fell down and all the crewmen were killed, Without any
delay V. Ferinauskas hurvied to the site of the crash and brought wheels of the
peime- beaek bome - be wonld use them for a cave be was consiructing. No dowbe bis
wife was angry and veproved him. And indeed, it might have ended in a sad way
as toon afteriards soldiers arvived to the scene and nobody was allowed to the
plane as they collected all the wreckage and took it away.

Diespite baving studied on bis mon V. Ferinauskas was undonbredly an enligh-
tened man. He learned to write as well as a bit of Russian and Polish on bis oun.
Lip to his old age he read “Mokslas ir gyvenimas” ("Science and Life") and be was
interested in technology, new scientific developments and inventions. He often
regretted to have been born too early - be would not see how technology would
progress. World affairs wonld also take his attention. While waorking be always
listened to the radio. Every morning he would go to a post office to take "Tiesa”, a

newspaper. He read a lot and sometimes would take a nap while reading. He
liked to discuss politics and express bis opinions. Having patriotic feelings he was
anxious of the fate of Lithuania.

V. Ferinauskas was vevy fond of films. Every evening, despite the weather or
what was on, despite what be was doing, he would put everything aside, wah
himself, change his clothes and go to the cinema. He had a free enry. He would
taake it seat in a front row, lean on bis stick and watch a fiim. He would frequently
take bis grandvons, Vigandas and Navimantas, with bim. Thowugh ifany of them
was somenhat guilty then that would be leff at home. He was vavher austere with
children, neveribeless be did not scold them much only kept bis eve on them so that
they cotld not do anything wrong.

V. Ferinauskas bad a manual hair cutting machine so be would cui the hatr
Jor everyone, big or simall, @ man ov a woman., Even teachers would come to him
to smarien themselver wp, Only with an old age when bis bands started rembling
children wonld not let him to cut their baiv as the grandfither would pull ont too
mch bair.

Stanislava and Vincas Fertnanskai vaised four children: Ona, Zofija, Alek-
seaw aned Fostas. One son, Juozickas, died as an infint. He taught bis son Aleksas
everything be knew bimself, Even in his old age be remained agile, clear-minded
and fiull of energy. Died at the age of eighty three on May the twenty sixth, 1975,
He was buried in Mieditkiai,

He did not keep the photographs he had taken - he burnt them without
vemorse, Only those kept in family or weighbowrs’ albums bave reached our day.
He did not take cave of negatives either - many of them weve broken, Accovding
to Biv son Alekas V. Ferinauskas bad his ovn stamp, theugh we have been unable
to detect any of bis stamped photagraphi.

In 2000 Panevegys Local Lore Musenwm recetved more than one thousand
Sive biendred glass negatives of Vincas Ferinauskas thanks to a photographer
Julins Vawpdas, The lifé of the town of Mieditkiai is revealed through them -
one can see pupils and teachers of the Primary school, members of various
organisations, members of confectioners” courses, tailors, people working in
fields or celebrating. Some negatives show an atmosphere of Raguvélé Manor.
Portraits, groups of people, weddings and funevals ave theiv dominant fearu-
res. Many of the photographs were taken in nature. Being a jovful and
humour-loving man V. Fevinawkas attempted to attain an elevated atmosp-
here in bis photographs sometimes vendeving his chavacters in somewbhat
sentimental romanticism.

Fita Pikelyte



